April 18, 2005

BY FACSIMILE

TO MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE:

We urge you and your colleaguesto confirm U.S. Representative Robert Portman as United States
Trade Representative without delay.

As you know, upcoming trade votes and ongoing trade regotiations are making this year one of the
busiest ever for the U.S. trade agenda. Pending votes on CAFTA-DR and the U.S.-Bahrain Free
Trade Agreementss; possible votes on continued participationin the World Trade Organization
(WTO) and renewal of Trade Promotion Authority (TPA); ongoing multilateral negotiations in the
WTO,; regional negotiations under the FTAA ; and bilateral FTA negotiations with Thailand, Panama,
the Andean Countries, the United Arab Emirates and other countries require strong leadership at
USTR.

As representatives of virtually every sector of the U.S. economy, we would like to express our great
appreciation for Ambassador Allgeier’s many contributions as Acting U.S. Trade Representative.
Now that Representative Portman has been formally nominated to be U.S. Trade Representative, it is
essential for the Senate to act quickly on his nomination to signal to our trading partners that this
critical agency has the clear mandate to tackle these and other important international trade and
investment issues. Representative Portman is the right person for the job. During his six termsin the
U.S. House of Representatives, he has distinguished himself as a thoughtful and respected leader on
international trade and investment issues Moreover, he has demonstrated a spirit of bipartisan
cooperation that will be essential in the months ahead as Congress considers the many trade issues on
its agenda.

Since the end of World War |1, liberalized trade and investment policies have led to growth and
prosperity for American business, farmers and workers, and have helped promote economic and
political stability internationally. The United States has been extremely fortunate to have strong
leadership at the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative, through Democratic and Republican
Administrations alike. Continuing this tradition is essential. Representative Robert Portman will
provide the leadership that is needed for the job, and he is needed now. We urge you to support his
quick confirmation and to move it forward without delay.

Sincerely,
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